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Opportunity for Aspiring Curators

The Spier Contemporary 2010, the largest biennale art competition and exhibition in South Africa, is rolling out a Curatorial Internship Programme with a call for applications. The call is open, per the requirements below, to any person wishing to extend their career in the arts industries to become a curator. 
Currently in South Africa there are few opportunities for young curators to work on large-scale exhibitions or to formally study the highly specialised, but vitally important skill of curating. In order to become curators, South Africans presently have to gain skills on the job or travel abroad to institutions in the US or Europe. Very few South Africans have the opportunity or resources for either option. The Spier Contemporary 2010 presents the ideal opportunity to give a group of young arts professionals some much-needed experience. 

The Curatorial Internship Programme will be designed and implemented by artist and curator Clive van den Berg and TRACE, an exhibition research, museum development and curation company. 

“Broad-based curatorial training is still an under-developed discipline in South Africa,” says Clive van den Berg. “Art in this country tends to focus on the production of art rather than the curating of art. There are a few programmes focusing on curatorial training, but it is not enough and we’re hoping to supplement what is out there.”

The Spier Contemporary 2010 Curatorial Internship Programme will be part-time for a year and will combine theoretical and practical training in curatorial studies. It provides a unique opportunity for the successful applicants to broaden their skills and, thanks to funding from the South African Lottery Fund, is offered free of charge. 

“It’s a direction that many younger graduates in the arts are looking at with interest,” van den Berg explained. “What we hope will happen is that the example of this training will inspire other initiatives.”

The Curatorial Internship Programme is just one of the ways that the Spier Contemporary 2010 is fulfilling its development mandate. A number of training and development programmes are also part of the two-year cycle. These include fees and awards of up to R1.2-million for the professional development of artists selected for the exhibition, an artists in residency programme in collaboration with Fort Hare University, and a series of visual and performance art workshops to be held in venues around the country.

Farzanah Badsha, a member of the Spier Contemporary 2010 curatorial team and a Project Manager for the Spier Contemporary said: “Spier Contemporary is so much more than a competition and exhibition. It has created the perfect platform to fill some of the gaps in the arts industries, and in this particular case, the development of curatorial skills in South Africa. I learnt so much during Spier Contemporary 2007 about the logistics and needs of a large scale exhibition. It was an invaluable experience which I feel others should have the opportunity to share.”
Applicants should have a relevant undergraduate qualification and/or three to five years of relevant professional experience. The training programme will run on a part-time basis, from August 2009 until mid 2010. Applicants should be Gauteng-based or be willing to travel to Gauteng, at their own expense, to participate in the programme. 

The course is structured to give participants exposure to a wide range of people who work in the field, and they will participate in all phases of the curatorial process, from concept through to exhibition installation and opening. 
Applicants should submit a motivational letter and CV and provide the name and contact details of two referees who can attest to their professional skills. In addition, applicants need to provide a critical written review of a recent visual art exhibition of their choice, in no more than 2000 words. 
Applications should be emailed to spiercontemporary@africacentre.net by 15 July 2009. Short listed applicants will be contacted by 22 July 2009 to arrange for interviews and a final selection will be made by the end of July. 

For more information on the Spier Contemporary 2010 visit the website: www.spiercontemporary.co.za
The Spier Contemporary 2010 is a project of the Africa Centre. www.africacentre.net
Information for Editors

The Spier Contemporary has been conceived to provide a platform for visual and performance artists to show their work, uncompromised by the limitations of technology, space and access. Artists in South Africa work under extremely varied conditions and see from radically different perspectives. These differences are what define our collective identity and unique social and cultural landscape. The Spier Contemporary provides a platform for exploring our diversity, giving audiences insights into our complexity and thus contributing to our understanding of difference.

The core objectives of the Spier Contemporary are to:

· Create a large-scale national exhibition, which genuinely reflects the diversity of the visual and performance arts community living in South Africa;

· Develop new audiences and markets for artists, who do not normally have access to such a large pool of potential buyers;

· Access new audiences and develop their respective appreciation of a spectrum of artistic forms; and

· Provide training and development for visual and performing artists and curators.
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