ARTIST-IN-RESIDENCY PROGRAMME 

ABOUT THE PROGRAMME
The Artist-in-Residency programme is the result of a partnership between the University of Fort Hare (FHU) and the Africa Centre (www.africacentre.net ). The programme is intended to provide emerging, mid-career artists living and working in and around the Eastern Cape with a working space to deepen and broaden their artistic practice. Seven artists are selected based on the quality or potential of their work, their interest in working within the programme, and for whom appointments as resident artists may make a significant difference to their careers. Although gender is not a selection criterion, the programme aims to be sensitive to gender parity. 

The Africa Centre’s participation in the Artists in Residency programme is linked to a larger project, which it conducts, the Spier Contemporary 2010. The Spier Contemporary is the largest biennial contemporary art exhibition and competition in South Africa.  It has been conceived to provide a platform for visual and performance artists to show their work, uncompromised by the limitations of technology, space and access.  The core objectives of the Spier Contemporary are to:

· Create a large-scale national exhibition, which genuinely reflects the diversity of the visual and performance arts community living in South Africa;

· Develop new audiences and markets for artists, which do not normally have access to 30,000+ potential buyers;

· Access new audiences and develop their respective appreciation of a spectrum of artistic forms; and

· Provide training and development for visual and performing artists and curators.

For more information on the Africa Centre or the Spier Contemporary go to www.africacentre.net or www.spiercontemporary.co.za 

SELECTION PROCESS


Eligible candidates will be selected based on the following criteria:

The applicant should:

· Be a South African resident;

· Live and work in or around the Eastern Cape Province;

· Be over the age of 25 and have a minimum of 3 years experience as a practicing artist;

· Present an organised and promising portfolio of their work;

· Show maturity and independence in managing their own working space, time and budgets;

· Be in good health to actively participate in the daily activities of this programme; and

· Be prepared to openly and actively work and interact with other artists-in-residence and to share and engage with the fine art students at the UFH.

Selected artists commit to:

· Participating for the complete 21-day duration of the programme;

· Living and working in Alice for the duration of the programme;

· Participating in Open Studios and give at least one seminar talk to university students/ university community and other artist in and around Alice as a gesture of sharing their experiences;

· Exhibiting their work at the end of the residency;

· Documenting their process in image and writing during the duration of the programme (this also includes participation in a video interview); and

· Submiting a written report of their residency 2 weeks after the end of the programme. 

 

PROGRAMME ACTIVITIES 

Selected artists will participate in the residency programme at the University of Fort Hare’s Fine Art Department from 20 September ​– 12 October 2009, where they will have access to studio space and facilities. Artists will be given a budget for art materials at the beginning of the programme, this will be determined by their individual assessments conducted by a mentor. 

For the duration of the programme, participating artists are provided accommodation at a local B&B in Alice as well as daily meals and daily allowance. Resident artists will have the opportunity to engage with established professionals such as gallerists, collectors, curators, critics, and/or art administrators. Three intervention workshops tailored to their assessed developmental needs will be held during their stay.

At the end of the programme, resident artists with the assistance of the Co-ordinator will organise a group exhibition at the University of Fort Hare’s De Beers Gallery.  

APPLICATION PROCESS

Interested artists should submit the following: 

· Portfolio of their recent works; 

· CV and provide name and contact details of two referees who can attest to their art practices;
· Motivational letter stating why they would like to participate in the programme and how they think it might benefit them; 

· Statement about their work and what they would like to explore during the residency
· Identify the skills they would like to develop (e.g. technical, managerial, marketing etc); and 
· All relevant contact details. 
Applications must be sent to Matthew Skade at matthewn@africacentre.net or deliver to Unit 101, 44 Long Street, Cape Town, 8001 by 27 July 2009. Selected candidates will be notified in August 2009. 

Once the artist confirms his/her participation, s/he will be asked to sign a contract, which outlines the above commitments from both parties.
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