National Art Competition hosts Q&A sessions for Eastern Cape artists
The Spier Contemporary 2010, the largest biennale art competition and exhibition in South Africa, is going to be holding a question and answer session with artists in the Eastern London Area.
When the first Spier Contemporary art competition was held in 2008, it attracted over 

2 500 submissions from across South Africa. Nyaniso Lindi and Mark Wilby, two of the   finalists, are from the Eastern Cape. Both were then based in Grahamstown, and agree that the competition was a major stepping stone in their careers.

To ensure that the Spier Contemporary 2010 is a truly national competition in scope and presentation, the project team has organised a series of question and answer sessions for artists in venues across the country. In the Eastern Cape, artists will be able to engage with Matthew Skade, the development manager for Spier Contemporary 2010, and the newly appointed regional coordinator for East London, Mthatha and

surroundings, Lisa Van Wyk. The Q&A session will take place at the Spier Contemporary East London submission venue, the Ann Bryant Art Gallery, on the 17 July 2009 at 12 midday.

A similar Q&A session will be hosted by Usen Obet, the Regional Co-ordinator for Port Elizabeth and the surrounds in the last two weeks of July. The venue for this session is yet to be announced.

Obot, also an artist, is excited about the opportunity. “I'm really hoping that the Spier Contemporary will help to build some strong networks. This is particularly important in the Eastern Cape where there are not many art institutions and many of our artists work in isolation. People need to know that there are some very talented artists here. The competition will help to showcase their work to the nation.”
Skade, who will be answering questions at the launch, agrees. “We'll be encouraging artists to push themselves beyond what they are doing at the moment. We want to encourage them to make themselves heard in new ways, to experiment with new mediums. We hope that they will explore new ways of thinking so that they see art and their role as artists, differently.

For Tanner Methvin, Executive Director of the Africa Centre - the organisation that initiated the Spier Contemporary - the competition is an opportunity for “new voices and the languages to speak them to emerge. Our aspiration is that this exhibition, because of its reach and diversity of content, will provide a new means to see, hear and feel who and what we are as a nation.” 

A number of training and development programmes are also part of the two-year Spier Contemporary cycle. An artist-in-residency programme in collaboration with Fort Hare University, a curatorial internship programme and a series of visual and performance art workshops will be held in venues around the country. 

Each artist selected for the final exhibition will receive a fee of R4 000. In addition, five or six winners will be chosen by a panel of judges, and there will be a People’s Choice Award. The winners will share R800 000 in award monies to advance their artistic careers. Prizes and awards for the Spier Contemporary 2010 will total R1.2 million. 

Ends.

Contacts:

In the last Lisa Van Wyk (0726970604) - Regional Co-ordinator for East London, Mthatha and surroundings 

Usen Obot (0730885883) - Regional Co-ordinator Port Elizabeth and the surrounding areas: 
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