Spier Contemporary 2010 – Artist Q&A Sessions in Potch

The Spier Contemporary 2010, the largest biennale art competition and exhibition in South Africa, is going to be holding a question and answer session with artists in Potchefstroom. The inaugural Spier Contemporary in 2007/08 attracted over 2,500 submissions from artists across South Africa, and ultimately featured 95 artists at the exhibition and competition. The exhibition travelled from Cape Town to Johannesburg and was seen by 25,000 people.. 

This year, as the clock ticks down for the submission deadline of October 30, the Spier Contemporary project team has organised a series of question and answer sessions for artists in venues across the country, to ensure that artists receive the necessary information and support to enable them to enter the prestigious competition and exhibition. This will ensure that the Spier Contemporary is a truly national competition in scope and presentation. 

Carla Joubert, Assistant Director at NWU Gallery, has been appointed as the Spier Contemporary 2010 regional coordinator for the North West.  Together with Matthew Skade, the development manager for the Spier Contemporary 2010 , she will host a Q&A session at the NWU Art Gallery in Potchefstroom at 7pm on June 25.

“This is an exciting opportunity for artists,” said Carla. “I'm hoping it will help to ensure that more artists from the North West enter, and are selected as finalists this year. The Spier Contemporary motivates our artists to be more ambitious about their work. It pushes artists to think further about new contemporary ideas and concepts. And importantly, it gives opportunities to new and established artist to show and sell their work”.

Matthew Skade, who will be answering questions at the launch, agreed. “We'll be encouraging artists to push themselves beyond what they are doing at the moment. We want to encourage them to make themselves heard in new ways, to experiment with new mediums.”

For Tanner Methvin, Executive Director of the Africa Centre, the Spier Contemporary 2010 is  an extraordinary opportunity for “new voices and the languages to speak them to emerge”, he said.  “Our aspiration is that this exhibition, because of its reach and diversity of content, will provide a new means to see, hear and feel who and what we are as a nation.” 

A number of training and development programmes are also part of the two-year Spier Contemporary cycle. Prior to the submission deadline, this, an artist-in-residency programme in collaboration with Fort Hare University, a curatorial internship programme and a series of visual and performance art workshops will be  held in venues around the country. Each artist selected for the final exhibition will receive a fee of R4 000. In addition,  five or six winners will be chosen by a panel of judges, plus a People’s Choice Award. These winners will share R800 000 in award monies to advance their artistic careers. Prizes and awards for the Spier Contemporary 2010 will total R1.2 million. 

Information for editors

The Spier Contemporary project has been conceived to provide a platform for visual and performance artists to show their work, uncompromised by the limitations of technology, space and access. Artists in South Africa work under extremely varied conditions and see from radically different perspectives. These differences are what define our collective identity and unique social and cultural landscape. The Spier Contemporary provides a platform for exploring our diversity, giving audiences insights into our complexity and thus contributing to our understanding of difference.

The core objectives of the Spier Contemporary are to:

· Create a large-scale national exhibition, which genuinely reflects the diversity of the visual and performance arts community living in South Africa;

· Develop new audiences and markets for artists who do not normally have access to over 30,000 potential buyers;

· Access new audiences and develop their appreciation of a spectrum of artistic forms; and

· Provide training and development for visual and performing artists and curators.

The Africa Centre, a section 21 not for profit organisation, produces the Spier Contemporary with the funding support of Spier. 
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