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SPIER CONTEMPORARY 2010
The Africa Centre is proud to announce the launch of the Spier Contemporary 2010, South Africa’s largest contemporary art competition and exhibition. The inaugural Spier Contemporary in 2007/08 attracted over 2,500 submissions from across South Africa, featured 95 artists and hosted 25,000 people at the exhibition in Cape Town and Johannesburg. 

Winning the Spier Contemporary “radically changed my life”, said award winner, Andrew Putter. “It gave me the confidence and financial security to make art-making my primary career focus -- compressing into a year a process that would have taken at least four or five years”. Winner of the People’s Choice Award, kinetic sculptor Justin Fiske, found the recognition “a big stepping stone for my career. The publicity helps you reach a broader, more robust art economy which is key to developing a career”. And Mwenya Kabwe, who together with Chuma Sopotela and Kemang Wa Lehulere won an award for their performance U nyamo alunampumlo (The foot has no nose), felt validated in her work by the award. “It’s been encouraging on a personal level. I would really encourage performance artists to enter the competition”.

The Spier Contemporary is open to everyone living in South Africa. Artists from any visual or performance practices are welcome to enter.  With no prescribed theme, artists are allowed complete freedom of expression in the works they submit. For Andrew Putter this was vital: “The award is extremely valuable because it is so inclusive, offering so many different kinds of artists from so many parts of South Africa the opportunity to really push themselves.” 
For Tanner Methvin, Executive Director of the Africa Centre, this freedom allows an extraordinary opportunity for “new voices and the languages to speak them to emerge”, he said.  “Our aspiration is that this exhibition, because of its reach and diversity of content, will provide a new means to see, hear and feel who and what we are as a nation.” 

The primary sponsor for the Spier Contemporary is Spier Holdings, and Andrew Milne, CEO of Spier Holdings explains the mutual value of the relationship: “Spier seeks to support projects that acknowledge our African arts heritage, protect its legacy and contribute to building its future. The Spier Contemporary gives us a unique opportunity to realise this commitment”.

Artists can submit their work online, via post or at one of the 13 selection centres around the country. Around 100 artists will be selected for the exhibition. Each artist selected will receive a fee of R4 000, while  five-six winners will be chosen by a panel of judges, and a People’s Choice Award will round off the winners who will share R800 000 in award monies to advance their artistic careers. This makes the total awards worth up to R1.2 million. 

The deadline for artist submissions is 30 October 2009. The exhibition will open in March 2010 in Cape Town and will then travel to Johannesburg and Durban. For further information, visit www.spiercontemporary.co.za or e-mail spiercontemporary@africacentre.net 
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ABOUT AFRICA CENTRE

The Africa Centre is a not-for-profit organisation dedicated to the promotion and development of contemporary African arts and cultural practices.  In addition to the Spier Contemporary, the African Centre conducts three annual festivals in Cape Town: “Infecting the City” (performance art), “Badilisha! Poetry X-change” (poetry),  and the Pan-African Space Station (music); as well as an artist-in-residency programme based in Senegal, Nigeria, Democratic Republic of the Congo and South Africa – SPARCK - Space for Pan-African Research, Creation and Knowledge.

For more information, log onto www.africacentre.net
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